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absences, the kindest and most faithful friend the
children had was James Marshall, who acted as
Godwin's amanuensis, and was devotedly attached
to him and all who belonged to him.

In I So i Godwin married a Mrs. Clairmont, his
next-door neighbour, a widow with a son, Charles,
about Fanny's age, and a daughter, Jane, somewhat
younger than little Mary. The new Mrs. Godwin
was a clever, bustling, second-rate woman, glib of
tongue and pen, with a temper undisciplined and
uncontrolled ; not bad-hearted, but with a com-
plete absence of all the finer sensibilities ; possess-
ing a fund of what is called " knowledge of the
world/' and a plucky, enterprising, happy-go-lucky
disposition, which seemed to the philosophic and
unpractical Godwin, in its way, a manifestation of
genius* Besides, she was clever enough to admire
Godwin, and frank enough to tell him so, points
which must have been greatly in her favour.

Although her father's remarriage proved a
source of lifelong unhappiness to Mary, it may not
have been a bad thing for her and Fanny at the
time, Instead of being left to the care of servants,
with the occasional supervision of chance friends,
they were looked after with solicitous, if not always
the most judicious care, The three little girls were
near enough of an age to be companions to each
other, but Fanny was the senior by three years
and a half, Shu bore Godwin's name, and was